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meaning of Article I, section 7, clause 2 of
the Constitution, my withholding of approval
from the bill precludes its becoming law. The
Pocket Veto Case, 279 U.S. 655 (1929). In
addition to withholding my signature and
thereby invoking my constitutional power to
‘‘pocket veto’’ bills during an adjournment of
the Congress, to avoid litigation, I am also
sending H.R. 8 to the House of Representa-
tives with my objections, to leave no possible
doubt that I have vetoed the measure.

I continue to welcome the opportunity to
work with the Congress on a bipartisan basis
on tax legislation that is targeted, fiscally re-
sponsible, and geared towards continuing the
economic strength we all have worked so
hard to achieve.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 31, 2000.

Statement on the National
Household Survey on Drug Abuse
August 31, 2000

Today’s 1999 National Household Survey
demonstrates that we are continuing to move
in the right direction on the problem of youth
drug and tobacco use in America. The report
released by Department of Health and
Human Services Secretary Donna Shalala
and Office of National Drug Control Policy
Director Barry McCaffrey shows that last
year illicit drug use by young people ages
12–17 declined for the third year in a row.
Since 1997, overall youth drug use is down
by more than 20 percent, and youth mari-
juana use has declined by over 25 percent.
In addition, while today’s report shows un-
derage alcohol use is still at unacceptable lev-
els, it also shows that tobacco use among
young people is beginning to decline signifi-
cantly, following a period of increases earlier
in the 1990’s.

These findings prove that we are success-
fully reversing dangerous trends and making
important progress. However, none of us can
afford to let down our guard in the fight
against drug, tobacco, and alcohol abuse—
especially when it comes to our children.
While we must continue to engage commu-
nities, parents, teachers, and young people

in our efforts to drive youth drug and tobacco
use down to even lower levels, Congress
must also play an important role.

When Congress returns to Washington, I
urge them to build on our success by fully
funding my administration’s substance abuse
prevention and treatment initiatives, includ-
ing the Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign,
which is sending a powerful message to
young people across the nation about the
dangers of drugs. Congress should also join
Vice President Gore and me in making the
health of our children a priority by rejecting
the interests of big tobacco and letting the
American taxpayers have their day in court.
Working together, we can give our children
healthy drug- and tobacco-free futures.

Proclamation 7336—America Goes
Back to School, 2000
August 31, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For America’s students, the new school

year is a time for learning lessons, making
friends, and setting goals. For America’s par-
ents, it is a time to focus on the role edu-
cation plays in their children’s lives and fu-
ture. And for our Nation, it is a time to
strengthen our efforts to improve the quality
of education and to make America’s schools
safe, nurturing places where children can
reach their full potential.

This year a record 53 million young people
will fill our schools—the highest enrollment
in our Nation’s history—and communities
across the country are struggling to provide
adequate classroom space and to hire quali-
fied teachers to meet students’ needs. To as-
sist local school districts in meeting these
critical challenges, my Administration’s pro-
posed education budget for fiscal 2001 in-
cludes tax credits and loans to help commu-
nities build and modernize 6,000 schools and
to make emergency repairs to another
25,000. We have also requested an additional
$1.75 billion to meet our goal of hiring
100,000 qualified teachers to reduce class
size in the early grades and $1 billion in new
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